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Audits & Investigations

Overview

When enforcement agencies call for an audit or investigation, public sector

employers feel confident turning to Best Best & Krieger LLP for help.

Our lawyers have extensive experience in effectively and favorably resolving

audits and investigations conducted by CalPERS, the IRS, the Employment

Development Department and other agencies. Through decades of practice,

we have established close and effective working relationships with these

agencies. We know the ins and outs of the process and how to achieve winning

results for our clients.

We advise on CalPERS’ public agency compliance reviews into membership,

enrollment, compensation reporting and other issues, IRS audits of public

sector employers regarding federal employment taxes and retirement plan

compliance, and EDD state employment tax audits.

Our team provides guidance at every step of the process to ensure smooth

communication with the agency involved and to facilitate reasonable correction,

if necessary, of any issues that arise in the course of an audit or investigation.

We also offer proactive pre­audit services, applying our extensive legal and

practical experience to help public employers conduct internal reviews of their

policies, practices and procedures to ensure they comply with applicable laws

and to limit their vulnerability and potential liability in the event of an audit by a

regulatory agency. With deep insights into the inner workings of these agencies,

particularly at CalPERS and the IRS, we offer our clients real, practical

guidance that results in substantial savings in costs and staff time.

Public Sector: Employee Benefits &
Executive Compensation

We provide public employers with strategic counsel and advice on a variety

of employee benefit issues. Learn more about all of our benefits, pension

and compensation services for public agencies:

People

Jeff Chang
PARTNER

JEFF.CHANG@BBKLAW.CO
M

(916) 329­3685

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Public Sector:

Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation

Laurie A. Ibarra
PARALEGAL*

LAURIE. IBARRA@BBKLAW.
COM

(951) 826­8354

VCARD

Areas of Focus: Business Litigation | Employee Benefits & Executive

Compensation | Public Sector: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation |

Trusts & Estates

Charles Miller
PENSION CONSULTANT*

CHARLES.MILLER@BBKLA
W.COM

(916) 551­2853

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Audits & Investigations | Compensation & Benefits for Elected

Officials | Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Pension Benefits | Public

Sector: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Retiree Health & Other

Post­Employment Benefits

Susan Neethling
OF COUNSEL

SUSAN.NEETHLING@BBKLA
W.COM

(916) 329­3687

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Public Sector:

Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation

Isabel C. Safie
PARTNER

ISABEL.SAFIE@BBKLAW.C
OM

(951) 826­8309

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Public Sector:

Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Tax

News & Events

EVENT AUG 08, 2017

Public Sector Benefits 2017: Big Ticket Items You Need
to Plan For

The Pun Group Accounting Conference

PRESS RELEASES AUG 04, 2017

BB&K Welcomes Jeffrey Chang, Susan Neethling and
David Allen to the Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation Practice

Additions Expand Services for Public Agency Employers

John D. Wahlin
PARTNER

(951) 826­8313

Isabel C. Safie
PARTNER

(951) 826­8309

Jeff Chang
PARTNER

(916) 329­3685

Key Contacts

Connected
Industries

Related
Practices

Audits & Investigations

Compensation & Benefits for Elected Officials

Constructive Receipt

Health & Welfare

Pension Benefits

Retired Annuitant Employment

Retiree Health & Other Post­Employment Benefits

Education

Health Care

Municipal

Special Districts

Compensation & Benefits for

Elected Officials

Constructive Receipt

Employee Benefits & Executive

Compensation

Health & Welfare

Pension Benefits

Public Sector: Employee Benefits

& Executive Compensation

Retired Annuitant Employment

Retiree Health & Other Post­

Employment Benefits

https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team
javascript:;;
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team
https://www.bbklaw.com/about
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective
javascript:;;
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective/digital-information-management
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective/employee-pensions-benefits
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective/public-infrastructure
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective/transportation
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective/water
https://www.bbklaw.com/services
javascript:;;
https://www.bbklaw.com/services
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/arc-advanced-records-center
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/bankruptcy-(1)
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/agri-business
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/business-litigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/business-transactions
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/energy
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/finance-banking
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/franchise-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/hazardous-waste
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/health-care
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/intellectual-property
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/mergers-acquisitions
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/public-private-partnerships
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/real-estate
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/business/tax
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/board-governance-administration
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/business-services-school-facilities
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/california-public-records-act
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/charter-schools
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/education-litigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/school-finances,-developer-fees-mitigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/special-education
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/education-law/student-affairs
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/eminent-domain
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/private-representation-employee-benefits-execut
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/air-quality
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/california-coastal-act
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/california-environmental-quality-act-(ceqa)
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/california-public-utilities-commission
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/endangered-species
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/energy
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/environmental-litigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/hazardous-waste
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/land-use,-planning-zoning
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/national-environmental-policy-act-(nepa)
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/renewable-energy
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/environmental-law-natural-resources/water
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/government-relations
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/government-relations
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/government-relations/ports
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/investigations
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/labor-employment-litigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/labor-negotiations-other-union-matters
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/public-agency-labor-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/wage-hour-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/workplace-safety
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/business-licensing-franchising
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/california-coastal-act
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/california-public-records-act
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/charters-internal-organizations
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/comprehensive-code-enforcement
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/economic-development,-real-estate-affordable-hou
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/elections
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/energy
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/fees,-taxes-assessments
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/government-policy-public-integrity
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/hazardous-waste
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/land-use,-planning-zoning
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/local-agency-formation-commission-(lafco)
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/ports
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/public-agency-labor-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/public-agency-litigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/public-contracts-construction
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/public-safety
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/public-private-partnerships
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/telecommunications
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/transportation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/municipal-law/water
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/public-finance
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/california-public-records-act
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/energy
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/fees,-taxes-assessments
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/general-special-counsel
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/government-policy-public-integrity
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/local-agency-formation-commission-(lafco)
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/ports
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/public-agency-labor-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/public-agency-litigation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/public-contracts-construction
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/telecommunications
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/transportation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/special-districts/water
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/trust-and-estate-planning,-administration-litiga
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/business
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/business
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/business/agri-business
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/business/finance-banking
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/business/real-estate
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/education
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/energy
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/franchise-law
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/health-care
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/municipal
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/special-districts
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events
javascript:;;
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events/news-room
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events/events
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events/insights
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events/webinars
https://www.bbklaw.com/about
javascript:;;
https://www.bbklaw.com/about
https://www.bbklaw.com/about/diversity
https://www.bbklaw.com/about/history
https://www.bbklaw.com/about/join-our-team
https://www.bbklaw.com/about/leadership
https://www.bbklaw.com/about/our-locations
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-perspective
https://www.bbklaw.com/services
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events
https://www.bbklaw.com/about
http://www.bbklaw.com
mailto:?subject=Audits %26 Investigations - Best Best %26 Krieger&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbklaw.com%2FServices%2FPractices%2FEmployee-Benefits-and-Executive-Compensation%2FPublic-Sector-Employee-Benefits-Executive-Compe%2FPension-Audits-Investigations%3Fprint%3D1
http://html2pdf.thinklogic.net/pdf/generate?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bbklaw.com%2fServices%2fPractices%2fEmployee-Benefits-and-Executive-Compensation%2fPublic-Sector-Employee-Benefits-Executive-Compe%2fPension-Audits-Investigations%3fprint%3d1&documentname=Audits & Investigations
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/john-d-wahlin
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/john-d-wahlin
tel:(951) 826-8313
https://www.bbklaw.com/BBK/media/Library/VCards/John-D-Wahlin.vcf?ext=.vcf
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/isabel-c-safie
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/isabel-c-safie
tel:(951) 826-8309
https://www.bbklaw.com/BBK/media/Library/VCards/Isabel-C-Safie.vcf?ext=.vcf
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/jeff-chang
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/jeff-chang
tel:(916) 329-3685
https://www.bbklaw.com/BBK/media/Library/VCards/Jeff-Chang.vcf?ext=.vcf
https://www.bbklaw.com/news-events/insights/2018/authored-articles/08/70-years-of-pension-precedent-could-soon-be-weaken
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/education
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/health-care
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/municipal
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/industries/special-districts
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/compensation-benefits-for-elected-officials


WWW.BBKLAW.COM

Audits & Investigations

Overview

When enforcement agencies call for an audit or investigation, public sector

employers feel confident turning to Best Best & Krieger LLP for help.

Our lawyers have extensive experience in effectively and favorably resolving

audits and investigations conducted by CalPERS, the IRS, the Employment

Development Department and other agencies. Through decades of practice,

we have established close and effective working relationships with these

agencies. We know the ins and outs of the process and how to achieve winning

results for our clients.

We advise on CalPERS’ public agency compliance reviews into membership,

enrollment, compensation reporting and other issues, IRS audits of public

sector employers regarding federal employment taxes and retirement plan

compliance, and EDD state employment tax audits.

Our team provides guidance at every step of the process to ensure smooth

communication with the agency involved and to facilitate reasonable correction,

if necessary, of any issues that arise in the course of an audit or investigation.

We also offer proactive pre­audit services, applying our extensive legal and

practical experience to help public employers conduct internal reviews of their

policies, practices and procedures to ensure they comply with applicable laws

and to limit their vulnerability and potential liability in the event of an audit by a

regulatory agency. With deep insights into the inner workings of these agencies,

particularly at CalPERS and the IRS, we offer our clients real, practical

guidance that results in substantial savings in costs and staff time.

Public Sector: Employee Benefits &
Executive Compensation

We provide public employers with strategic counsel and advice on a variety

of employee benefit issues. Learn more about all of our benefits, pension

and compensation services for public agencies:

People

Jeff Chang
PARTNER

JEFF.CHANG@BBKLAW.CO
M

(916) 329­3685

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Public Sector:

Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation

Laurie A. Ibarra
PARALEGAL*

LAURIE. IBARRA@BBKLAW.
COM

(951) 826­8354

VCARD

Areas of Focus: Business Litigation | Employee Benefits & Executive

Compensation | Public Sector: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation |

Trusts & Estates

Charles Miller
PENSION CONSULTANT*

CHARLES.MILLER@BBKLA
W.COM

(916) 551­2853

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Audits & Investigations | Compensation & Benefits for Elected

Officials | Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Pension Benefits | Public

Sector: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Retiree Health & Other

Post­Employment Benefits

Susan Neethling
OF COUNSEL

SUSAN.NEETHLING@BBKLA
W.COM

(916) 329­3687

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Public Sector:

Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation

Isabel C. Safie
PARTNER

ISABEL.SAFIE@BBKLAW.C
OM

(951) 826­8309

VCARD
LINKEDIN

Areas of Focus: Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Public Sector:

Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation | Tax

News & Events

EVENT AUG 08, 2017

Public Sector Benefits 2017: Big Ticket Items You Need
to Plan For

The Pun Group Accounting Conference

PRESS RELEASES AUG 04, 2017

BB&K Welcomes Jeffrey Chang, Susan Neethling and
David Allen to the Employee Benefits & Executive
Compensation Practice

Additions Expand Services for Public Agency Employers

John D. Wahlin
PARTNER

(951) 826­8313

Isabel C. Safie
PARTNER

(951) 826­8309

Jeff Chang
PARTNER

(916) 329­3685

Key Contacts

Connected
Industries

Related
Practices

Audits & Investigations

Compensation & Benefits for Elected Officials

Constructive Receipt

Health & Welfare

Pension Benefits

Retired Annuitant Employment

Retiree Health & Other Post­Employment Benefits

Education

Health Care

Municipal

Special Districts

Compensation & Benefits for

Elected Officials

Constructive Receipt

Employee Benefits & Executive

Compensation

Health & Welfare

Pension Benefits

Public Sector: Employee Benefits

& Executive Compensation

Retired Annuitant Employment

Retiree Health & Other Post­

Employment Benefits

https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/audits-investigations
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/compensation-benefits-for-elected-officials
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/constructive-receipt
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/health-welfare
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/pension-benefits
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/retired-annuitant-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/retiree-health-other-post-employment-benefits
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/jeff-chang
mailto:jeff.chang@bbklaw.com
tel:(916) 329-3685
https://www.bbklaw.com/BBK/media/Library/VCards/Jeff-Chang.vcf?ext=.vcf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeffchangbenefits/
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/laurie-a-ibarra
mailto:laurie.ibarra@bbklaw.com
tel:(951) 826-8354
https://www.bbklaw.com/BBK/media/Library/VCards/Laurie-A-Ibarra.vcf?ext=.vcf
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/charles-miller
mailto:Charles.Miller@bbklaw.com
tel:(916) 551-2853
https://www.bbklaw.com/BBK/media/Library/VCards/Charles-Miller.vcf?ext=.vcf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/charles-miller-3758a864
https://www.bbklaw.com/our-team/susan-neethling
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/compensation-benefits-for-elected-officials
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/constructive-receipt
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/labor-employment/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/health-welfare
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/pension-benefits
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/retired-annuitant-employment
https://www.bbklaw.com/services/practices/employee-benefits-and-executive-compensation/public-sector-employee-benefits-executive-compe/retiree-health-other-post-employment-benefits


WWW.BBKLAW.COM

Audits & Investigations

Overview

When enforcement agencies call for an audit or investigation, public sector

employers feel confident turning to Best Best & Krieger LLP for help.

Our lawyers have extensive experience in effectively and favorably resolving

audits and investigations conducted by CalPERS, the IRS, the Employment

Development Department and other agencies. Through decades of practice,

we have established close and effective working relationships with these

agencies. We know the ins and outs of the process and how to achieve winning

results for our clients.

We advise on CalPERS’ public agency compliance reviews into membership,

enrollment, compensation reporting and other issues, IRS audits of public

sector employers regarding federal employment taxes and retirement plan

compliance, and EDD state employment tax audits.

Our team provides guidance at every step of the process to ensure smooth

communication with the agency involved and to facilitate reasonable correction,

if necessary, of any issues that arise in the course of an audit or investigation.

We also offer proactive pre­audit services, applying our extensive legal and

practical experience to help public employers conduct internal reviews of their

policies, practices and procedures to ensure they comply with applicable laws

and to limit their vulnerability and potential liability in the event of an audit by a

regulatory agency. With deep insights into the inner workings of these agencies,

particularly at CalPERS and the IRS, we offer our clients real, practical

guidance that results in substantial savings in costs and staff time.

Public Sector: Employee Benefits &
Executive Compensation

We provide public employers with strategic counsel and advice on a variety

of employee benefit issues. Learn more about all of our benefits, pension

and compensation services for public agencies:
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